
Hutt City opposes Upper Hutt greenfield development
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Screenshots from Silverstream Forest of what houses on the Upper Hutt subdivision might look like.
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The Hutt City Council has thrown another spanner in the works of a planned greenfield development in neighbouring Upper Hutt.

Guildford Timber hoped to build up to 1600 houses and approached the Government to fast track plans to build a development in Silverstream Forest known as Silverstream Spur.

The forest sits between Pinehaven and the Silverstream Landfill, which is run by the Hutt City Council but serves the entire region.

Hutt City opposes houses being built next to the landfill, fearing neighbours would complain and oppose the consents it needs to keep the landfill operating.
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In a report to the infrastructure committee, Hutt City waste minimisation manager Geo� Roberts said new housing and potential complaints about odour would compromise the
future of the landfill.

“To protect the interests of the landfill, council has submitted against any rezoning of the neighbouring land to prevent any residential development being undertaken on it.”

The existing forest creates a bu�er, which mitigates the impact of odour, he said.

“It is not in the interest of council to allow this to be compromised through residential development within this bu�er zone.”

Silverstream is the only Class 1 landfill in the region. It takes material that other landfills cannot take, including dried sludge from the Seaview Wastewater Treatment Plant. The waste
creates gas, and odour that can be smelled beyond the boundary of the landfill, which operates a power plant and flare to deal with the gas.

On Wednesday Upper Hutt City councillors supported a recommendation by independent commissioners to rezone the Silverstream Spur land.

The council owns the spur but with the change of zoning from residential to open space, the developers would have to find another way to access the land.

A representative of the family which owns the forest, Craig Martell, said the commissioners’ report was “deeply flawed” and undermined the council’s long term plan to identify areas
for new housing in Upper Hutt.

Silverstream Forest could one day be developed for 1600 houses.
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He said it was a good example of why planning laws need changing.

Planning and consultation had taken “almost 20 years” and Silverstream Forest is one of the last large potential greenfield developments in the region.

The development would be a major boost to the Upper Hutt economy and provide much needed a�ordable housing.

“In a region that is struggling economically these types of decisions are blind to the needs of the wider community and reflect a regulatory environment that appears not to be fit for
purpose,” he said.

Silver Stream Rail spokesperson Jason Durry said he was pleased with the decision.
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The rail is at the bottom of the spur and had long supported Forest and Bird’s plan to replant it in natives. The spur is seen as a potential corridor linking native bush on the western
and eastern hills.

“It was a good outcome, a brilliant outcome, from our point of view and now we just have to wait and see.”

Environmentalist Mary Beth Taylor told Upper Hutt councillors that it had been a long process but the commissioners had got it right.

“It has cost council and ratepayers hundreds of thousands of dollars to pay for our city planners, legal counsel, and ecologists to research and produce material ...That is money we
really could not a�ord to spend but money that had to be spent in order to protect our precious community land.”
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Complaint laid over Wellington councillor’s alleged
airport share conflict
Tim Brown once said selling the city’s airport stake was “naive”, but is now advocating for it.
Documents outlining Brown’s links to its majority shareholder should preventing him from voting
on the deal, the complainant argues.

Couple wins battle to keep ACC arrears
A Masterton couple who received more than $600,000 backdated from ACC while on the benefit
have won an appeal against the Ministry's demands to get some of it back.

Peters scorches 'yesterday's Great Powers', condemns
lack of UN leadership
Winston Peters says NZ will again campaign for a Security Council seat, in a speech critiquing the
UN’s failings and making the case for reform.

Investigation into Tītahi Bay house fire
High winds in Tītahi Bay and a house fire led to nearby homes being evacuated in the early hours
on Friday morning.

‘The Greens’ no more
The Green Party has made an application to vary its o�cial name.

Manawatū and Tararua highway: Numbers don't add up,
mayor says
A key number in determining if a lower North Island highway is suitable for tolls is under question.
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Linette Bradbrook

BIG PICTURE OPPORTUNITY
25 Kingston Street, Boulcott, Lower Hutt

Wayne Keats & Kay Ellis

CEDAR AND BRICK FAMILY HOME IN CENTRAL
WHITBY
7 The Top Gallant, Whitby, Wellington

Ramon Kane

A S P I R E
2B/5 Clyde Quay Wharf, Te Aro, Wellington

Jennah Rasmussen

Private rural paradise
36 Papawai Road, Greyt
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